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June 16, 2009

The Honorable Edward M. Kennedy 
Chairman, Health, Education, Labor & Pensions Committee
317 Russell Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510

The Honorable Michael Enzi
Ranking Member, Health, Education, Labor & Pensions Committee
379A Russell Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510

Dear Chairman Kennedy and Senator Enzi:

On behalf of the Association of Maternal and Child Health Programs (AMCHP), I am 
pleased to offer our support of the Affordable Health Choices Act and our 
gratitude for the careful consideration given to the health of women and children 
in the Act. We are especially supportive of the emphasis on public heath, prevention 
and wellness, and commend the provisions proposed in Title III, “Improving the Health 
of the American People.”

This legislation demonstrates that health reform cannot solely address access to 
health insurance which is fundamental but insufficient to improve health.  Instead 
your proposal recognizes that to improve the health of all Americans we need to 
invest in the prevention of disease and disability.  We particularly offer our strong 
support for the proposed Prevention and Public Health Investment Fund, which will 
make remarkable strides in shifting our health system from treatment towards 
prevention.  

State Maternal and Child Health (MCH) programs have identified growing needs in 
areas such as pre-term birth, infant mortality and related disparities, childhood 
obesity, injury prevention, preconception health, and development of medical homes 
for children with special health care needs for many years.  While the needs 
America’s women, children and families are clear the resources to address these 
needs have been eroded in the past five years.  We very much look forward to 
working with you and your colleagues to assure that the proposed Fund reverses 
this trend and benefits maternal and child health populations currently served by 
all state MCH programs.



2030 M Street, NW, Suite 350, Washington, DC 20036    MAIN 202 775 0436    FAX 202 775 0061 WWW.AMCHP.ORG

Our nation ranks 29th in infant mortality rates among all industrialized nations and 
has not made significant progress in the last decade.  Even more disturbing, infant 
mortality among African American babies is double, and in some places triple, the 
rate for whites. Despite decades of work to expand insurance coverage and early 
access to prenatal care, America's preterm birth rate has risen 

dramatically and progress in reducing infant mortality has stalled.  We can and must 
do better.  Health reform offers the opportunity to renew progress on vital 
maternal and child health outcomes such as infant mortality.  Thank you for the 
leadership you are providing on these issues.  

Sincerely, 

Michael R. Fraser, PhD
Chief Executive Officer


