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Our country has seen nearly ten years of progress in how it prevents, identifies, 
and contains new disease outbreaks and bioterrorism threats and responds to the 
aftermath of natural disasters.  In addition, the real-world experience of responding 
to the H1N1 flu pandemic - supported by emergency supplemental funding - also 
elevated preparedness to the next level.   
 
The Ready or Not? report, recently released by Trust for America's Health and the 
Robert Wood Johnson Foundation, emphasizes that the almost a decade of gains is 
in real jeopardy due to severe budget cuts by federal, state, and local 
governments.  The economic recession has led to cuts in public health staffing and 
eroded the basic capabilities of state and local health departments, which are 
needed to successfully respond to crises.  This briefing will address how the nation 
can work to prepare for the next major public health crisis. 
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